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Maine Business Trademarks Registered With The Secretary of State 1883-1915

The trademarks presented in this display were originally filed with the Maine Secretary of State
in compliance with legislation passed in 1883 ("An Act to protect Manufacturers from the Use
of Counterfeit Labels, Stamps and Trademarks"). Although manufacturers from across the
nation and overseas are included among the trademarks now in the custody of the Maine State
Archives, only Maine-based firms have been selected for this exhibit. It should be noted that
some of the trademarks and labels have been enlarged for display purposes.
Despite the fact that the items selected for this exhibit in no way represent the entire spectrum
of industries that flourished in Maine at the turn of the century, at least three consistent
themes do emerge from this sampling. For example, many of the founders of these firms were
truly self-made men in the best Horatio Alger tradition. Secondly, some of the largest
enterprises were exclusively family firms, and it has been suggested that the old-fashioned
determination to retain a business entirely within a family was one of the reasons why many
were unable to compete against the larger conglomerates that now dominate the American
market. Finally, the presence of local canneries and factories in villages and towns provided
employment opportunities for residents and a nearby sales outlet for small farmers and
fishermen. Their passing left an economic vacuum in small towns that has never been
replenished.
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Burnham and Morrill Company, Portland,1890
Renowned nowadays for canned baked beans, Burnham and Morrill once processed a wide
variety of foodstuffs. Commerical canning of food gained impetus during the Civil War, when
efforts were made to devise a means of getting wholesome nutrition to the troops. Burnham
and Morrill is now a division of the William Underwood Company, but retains its name and
identity with the State of Maine

Red Jacket Brand Lobsters
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Cape Shore Mackerel

Scarboro Beach Clams
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Scarboro Beach Clam Chowder
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Sunbeam Chop Tea - Cobb and Wight and Company, Rockland, 1888
The Cobb family of Rockland owned one of the largest lime manufacturing firms in Maine. They
were shipbuilders, as well, and maintained their own fleet of vessels. They quarried granite,
operated a railroad, and owned various subsidiary businesses such as the Cobb and Wight
Company. This firm dealt in wholesale and retail groceries and general merchandise that often
was carried back from ports to which Cobb clipper ships and steamers had transported lime and
granite. William T. Cobb, who filed this trademark, was Governor of Maine from 1905 to 1909.
The word "chop" meant trademark or brand in the jargon of English and American traders in
the Orient.
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Maine Central - Bragg and Peirce Company, Bangor, 1883
You might assume that this is the trademark of the Maine Central Railroad. But it's a brand of
cigar, brought to you by the same folks who manufactured fragrant Singed Cat Cigars (see
below)
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Singed Cat (Cigars) - Bragg and Peirce Company, Bangor, 1883
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The Howdy Pap Cigar - Alfred Boucher, Biddeford, 1913
In the good old days, local grocers would often buy wholesale tobacco and put up cigars for
retail sale under their own trademarks.
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Schoodic Pond Blueberries - Joseph Coffin, Columbia Falls, 1907
Columbia Falls is in the heart of the famous "blueberry barren" country of Washington County,
Maine, where blueberries were first canned in 1866. Originally, blueberries on the barrens were
regarded as community property by local residents, but canners successfully defended in Court
their right to collect "royalties" on blueberries picked by trespassers on their owned or leased
lands. Locals picked for the canners for wages of 1 to 3 cents a quart. During the 1899 harvest,
Joseph Coffin's establishment processed 7,000 bushels of blueberries.
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The New Century $2.50 Shoe - A.H. Berry Shoe Company, Portland, 1901
A.H. Berry, a native of Georgetown, Maine, "received his early education in the common
schools, and his training for active life in a country store" according to a contemporary
published biographical notice. He eventually became a prominent Portland banker, as well as a
shoe manufacturer. In the pulpit and the press much was made of the fact that a new century the Twentieth - had begin, and A.H. Berry took up the theme as a trademark for this particular
ladies' shoe.
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Murphy's Balsam - Edward W. Murphy, Portland, 1888
For 10 cents you could stop that cough with a three ounce bottle of Murphy's Balsam. the
Murphy brothers (E.W. and T.J.) were retail druggists; and if you dropped by their
establishment, you could also refresh yourself with Murphy's Root and Herb Bitters and pick up
a package of Murphy's Famous Fly Paper!
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St. George and the Dragon Blueberries - Charles Hayward and Co.,
Bangor, 1915
Charles Hayward was a native of Readfield, Maine, who began his career as a clerk in a Bangor
grocery store in 1832. He rose to become a partner in several retail and wholesale concerns
before establishing his own business in 1855. His firm was destroyed by fire in 1869 and was
subsequently rebuilt on Exchange Street in Bangor.
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Underwood Spring Water - The Underwood Hotel Company, Portland,
1885
In the good old days, local grocers would often buy wholesale tobacco and put up cigars for
retail sale under their own trademarks.
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Lafayette Bug Killer, B.W. Cote, Augusta, 1904
An early business entrepreneur and politician from Augusta's Franco-American community, Mr.
Cote identified his French heritage by using the Marquis de Lafayette as his trademark. He also
manufactured other household products, including laundry blueing and "Made in Maine Magic
Water."
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Dana's Sarsaparilla, Kilgore and Wilson, Belfast, 1888
A year after this trademark was registered, G.C. Kilgore and others organized the Dana
Sarsaparilla Company. By 1891 they had built a five-floor factory for $17,000, each floor
measuring 26,600 square feet; and were employing 35 people. It was said that Dana's
Sarsaparilla "wrought many wonderful cures."
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Paris Sugar Corn - Burnham and Morrill Company, Portland, 1890
Another award-winning Burnham and Morrill product.
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Multi - A Game of Multiplication - David Page Perkins, Portland, 1896
This children's educational game is the only product whose trademark was registered by its
publisher, David Page Perkins. Perkins is not listed in the Portland City Directories of this period;
and it could not be determined how the game was played.
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Orange Blossoms Tea - H.S. Melcher Company, Portland, 1900.
Civil War buffs will note that Holman S. Melcher, the owner of this wholesale grocery firm, was
a member of the famous 20th Maine Infantry regiment. After the war, Melcher became a
successful businessman and was prominent in civil affairs, serving two terms as Mayor of
Portland in 1889-90.
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Turner Centre Creamery (butter) - Turner Centre Dairying Association,
Turner Center, 1898
The Turner Centre Dairying Association was at one time the largest commercial creamery in
Maine, and one of the three largest in New England. Founded in 1882, by the turn of the
century the Association marketed 23% of all cream and 35% of all butter commercially
produced in the State and employed 32% of all dairy factory hands in Maine. The firm had 41
branch offices in New England and Canada, with an additional processing plant in Boston. In
1917, it manufactured the first commerical ice cream in New England; and the association's
founder, Edwin Leavitt Bradford, is credited with the invention of the celebrated "Eskimo Pie,"
although many other ice cream manufacturers around the country have made the same claim!
Later in the century, control of this family business was gained by H.P. Hood & Sons.
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Arabian Elixir - Charles S. Marsh, Dexter, 1894
Mrs. E.A. Lowd's Vegetable Liniment - Eliza A. Lowd, Denmark, 1885
Jamaica Ginger - Kilgore and Wilson, Belfast, 1888
St. Anthony's Extract of Elder - Mary Collins and Company, Westbrook, 1895
An astonishing number of early trademarks were filed for patent medicines, cure-alls, elixirs
and potions that claimed to remedy all sorts of ailments. Some were manufactured by retail
druggists, whose profession required them to personally mix medicines to a greater degree
than is common today. Others were produced by individuals, presumably in their own kitchens.
A few of these descriptive trademarks have been selected to give the verbal flavor of the
numerous benefits claimed for such nostrums.
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Shaker Brand Pickles, Etc. - E.D. Pettengill and Company, Portland, 1892
After the death of her husband E.D. Pettengill, Sarah Pettengill purchased all interest in the
company and carried on the business herself. The Pettengills had an exclusive arrangement
with the Shaker religious community at Sabbathday Lake through which they distributed
Shaker-made products for the retail market.
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Pure Diamond Spring Water, George F. Temple, Augusta, 1896
The area within a half-mile radius of the Maine State Archives once contained a network of
brooks, ponds and underground springs that surfaced at numerous points, sometimes in
people's back yards. Mr. Temple, whose spring was evidently located in this immediate
neighborhood, saw commercial possibilities in the local geography. He delivered fresh spring
water to customers all over Augusta and in surrounding towns.

